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INTRODUCTION

These guidelines have been
compiled by the Made Up Textiles
Association to enable contractors
and their clients to determine
key factors for consideration in
the safe erection and use of
marquees and temporary
structures.

e It offers documentary evidence
of industry standards that all
responsible contractors are
obliged to follow

e It is a guide for clients of what
the contractor can — or cannot
—do

@ |t is designed to encourage
clients to use bona fide
contractors who recognise and
work to industry standards

e |t provides a reminder of key
safety points that clients and
contractors need to address

The guide is set out in separate
sections for rapid, ready
reference, highlighting areas of
concern.

RESPONSIBILITY

The Contractor is responsible
for the design, erection and
dismantling of the temporary
structure. He is also responsible
for arranging independent design
check.

The Client is responsible for
the safety of users of the
temporary demountable
structure.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Further details of Health and
Safety can be found in MUTA
Codes of Practice for Marquee
Hirers. A list of sources of
information can be found on the
final page of this booklet.
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ANCHORAGE

Did you know?

e 99% of failures of temporary structures are due to incorrect and/or
insufficient anchorage

e Integral flooring is unlikely to reduce anchorage requirements by
more than 10%

ANCHORS
Anchors are critical to the stability and safety of tents. The pull-out force
that an anchorage stake can withstand depends on:

e Type of soil on which the tent is erected
e The inclination of the anchor
e The depth of the anchor

Potential Hazard | Precautionary measures for accident prevention

® Failure of the e For most soil types, steel or wooden stakes are
anchorage — appropriate
instability of the
tent

Loose, non-cohesive soils such as sand provide the
least resistance and special anchors may be required

Where staking of the ground is not possible, heavy
weights can be used to withstand uplift forces. The
weight requirement in such cases is often
underestimated and can be several tonnes per

base plate

Refer to the manufacturer’s manual for the
appropriate anchorage requirement for each type
and size of structure. Even a relatively small
marquee will require more weight per base
plate than one man can lift easily
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